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Consequently, any attempt to classify accurately the causes for rejections
would be futile. For what significance they may have, based on 1,850,000
rejections, they were as follows:

Total Neuropsychiatric

Rejections

Psychoneurosis                                                                                   25%

Psychosis                                                                                             1%

Psychopathic personality                                                                    17%

Mental deficiency
Other psychiatric

Neurological disease (excluding epilepsy and neurosyphilis)
Epilepsy
Total neuropsychiatric disorders

In his report, Lt, CoL John W. Appel followed similar figures with the
pertinent observation: "During the greater part of the war, fitness for service
meant fitness for full combat duty in the front lines; a significant proportion
of the men rejected for psychoneurosis would have been capable of rendering
service in non-combat jobs had such jobs been available; a certain proportion
of the rejections were for psychiatric conditions which would not be disabling
in civil life." 4*'48

Furthermore, in studying the statistics of the rejections for psychiatric
causes, one needs to know of the special method used in their compilation. On
November 4, 1943, the Adjutant General 49 sent a letter of instruction to
the induction centers concerning cases of multiple causes for rejection. It
stated that if a psychiatric disability were present, fee case should be classified
as rejected for this cause. Thus, if a man had high blood pressure and a mild
neurotic condition, he would be classified in the statistics as having been re-
jected for psychiatric causes. This system of tabulation was later changed, but
over many months the percentage of apparent psychiatric rejections, while in-
dicating the incidence, implied a disproportionate number of individuals re-
jected for psychiatric reasons.50

47 Appel, J. W., "Incidence of Neuropsychiatric Disorders in the United States Army in World
War II," Am. ]. Psychiett., 102:433-437, Jan., 1946.
48 The value of a study of the men who were rejected is suggested in the elaborate and de-
tailed investigations of Hadley on the age factor* social status, and economic levels of 58,000
men examined from the Washington, D.C area. Other than Hadley's series, no other such
observations have been recorded. Hadley, E. E., "Military Psychiatry: An Experiment in Mili-
tary Selection," Psychiatry, 5:371-402, Aug., 1942; "A Note on the Factor of Age," Psychiatry,
5:543-550, Nov., 1942; "A Note on Social Status," Psychiatry, 6:203-213, May, 1943; "An
Ecological Note," Psychiatry, 7:379-4<>7, Nov., 1944.
49 Letter from AGO, 20115 (30 October 1943) RR-i, dated 4 November 1943*
M See Appendix D for chart of incidence of NP rejections and the regulations and events whidi
influenced it